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Iowa Library Commission 


OBJECT: To aid in the establishment and de- 
velopment of free and other public libraries in the 
State of lowa. 

MEMBERS 
Dr. E. A. Grtmore, Iowa City 
AGNES SAMUELSON, Des Moines 
Mrs. H. H. Teprorp, Mount Ayr 
Mrs. D. S. Humeston, Albia 


ARTHUR E. THompPpson, Sioux City 
Mrs. J. C. Pryor, Burlington 


Jutia A. Roprnson, Secretary 

HELEN ATEN, Reference Librart 

Leia 8S. Wriison, Librarian, Traveling Library 
Orrice—State Historical Building, Des Moines 





1901-1936 


Commencing publication almost with 
the beginning of the century and the es- 
tablishment of the Iowa Library Com- 
mission, the Jowa Ltbrary Quarterly 
has been privileged to witness and to 
chronicle the increase in libraries, and 
the development of the library move- 
ment in Iowa almost from its beginning. 

For with this number the Jowa [nbrary 
Quarterly completes thirty-six years of 
publication and sixteen volumes. The 
first four volumes included one year of 
four numbers each. Volumes five to 
twelve have included four years of six- 
teen numbers each. 

The first four volumes were called the 
Bulletin of the Iowa Library Commis- 
sion. With the fifth volume it became 
the Quarterly of the Iowa Library Com- 
mission which it remained until num- 
ber nine of volume five, June, 1907, 
since which time it has been the lowa 
Library Quarterly. The earlier library 
numbers printed under the heading the 
sentence, ‘‘A circular of library infor- 
mation’’, 

The Iowa Library Quarterly has had 
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but two editors as the Iowa Library 
Commission has had but two secretaries, 
Alice S. Tyler, from 1900-1913, and 
Julia A. Robinson since that time. 

One name only has continued on the 
front page of the Quarterly from the 
first number until it is omitted for the 
first time in this issue. Johnson Brig- 
ham, state librarian, and chairman of 
the Iowa Library Commission. No name 
yet takes this place. 

The names of five University presi- 
dents have appeared as members of the 
Library Commission, Doctors George 
E. MeLean, John G. Bowman, Thomas 
McBride, Walter A. Jessup, and L. A. 
Gilmore. 

Six superintendents of publie instrue- 
tion have served on the Library Com- 
mission. Namely, Richard G. Barrett, 
John F. Riggs, A. M. Deyoe, R. E. Me- 
Clennehan, May Francis, and Agnes 
Samuelson. 

The appointed members have been 
Capt. W. H. Johnston, Mrs. Lizzie 8. 
Norris, Mrs. Jessie B. Waite Davidson, 
Mrs. H. M. Towner, Mrs. H. J. Howe, 
Mrs. A. J. Barkley, W. R. Orehard, Ad- 
dison M. Parker, A. M. Deyoe, Mrs. 
D. S. Humeston, Mrs. H. H. Tedford, 
Arthur E. Thompson, and Mrs. J. C. 
Pryor, some of these having served sev- 
eral terms. But one member died in 
office, namely, Capt. W. H. Johnston of 
Fort Dodge. 

The Quarterly has been sent to libra- 
rians of every class of library in the 
State, to many trustees of public li- 
braries and to library commissions, state, 
college and public libraries in other 
states desiring to receive it in exchange 
for their own publications. The number 
































of copies printed has increaséd from 
time to time with the increase in the 
number of libraries which should receive 
it. 

The aim of the Quarterly through the 
years has been to present the library 
news of the State first and such general 
news as space afforded and _ interest 
ealled for. It has also presented helpful 
articles on all phases of library work 
and library history in the making. 

In this closing issue of the twelfth 
volume, the present editor would speak 
her appreciation of the cordial coopera- 
tion which has always been hers from 
librarians and trustees and wishes for 
them and their libraries, not only a 
Happy New Year for 1937 but increased 
library development in the years to come 
in such directions as shall give to the 
people of Iowa the largest access pos- 
sible to books through library service. 
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At an Executive Board meeting held 
in Des Moines on December 11, Daven- 
port was selected as the meeting place 
for 1937, dates to be fixed later. 





Iowa Library Association 
Des Moines, November 3-5, 1936 


The forty-seventh annual meeting of 
the Iowa Library Association was held 
in Des Moines November 3, 4, 5, 1936, 
at the Savery Hotel. Registration began 
at ten o’clock Tuesday morning on the 
mezzanine floor. 

The opening session was held in the 
ballroom at three o’clock Tuesday after- 
noon. Mildred H. Pike presided, and 
gave her greeting as president of the 
association. 

Opal Tanner, president of the Des 
Moines Library Club, extended greetings 
to the members of the Iowa Library As- 
sociation, assuring those present that the 
librarians of Des Moines were glad to 
give a welcome to the librarians of lowa. 

Edna Geisler, second vice president 
of the lowa Library Association, re- 
sponded to this welcome expressing the 
pleasure that the lowa livrarians al- 
ways feel in coming to Des Moines. Miss 





242 


F 
i 






Geisler also spoke of the regard and 
affection every Iowa librarian felt for 
Mr. Brigham, and how greatly he would 
be missed at these annual gatherings, 
Some delightful musical numbers were 
given at this time by an instrumental 
trio. 

The guest speaker of the afternoon 
was Mrs. Bertita Harding, author of the 
**Phantom Crown.’’ Mrs. Harding has 
a charming personality, and most inter- 
esting things to tell, for her own life is 
like a story book. She held the attention 


of her audience from the beginning to 


the end of her address, on the subject, 
‘*The Power Behind the Pen’’. 

At the close of the address, Miss Pike 
appointed the following members to 
serve on the nominating committee, 
E. Joanna Hagey, Cedar Rapids; Eliza- 
beth Walpole, Storm Lake; Isabelle 
Clark, Grinnell College. The meeting 
then adjourned. 


Tuesday Evening 

Tuesday evening at eight o’clock, the 
second general session was held in the 
Savery ballroom, with Miss Pike pre- 
siding. Cordial greetings were extended 
to the Iowa Library Association by Hon. 
J. H. Allen, mayor of Des Moines. 

Mrs. Jessie B. Gordon, chairman of 
the legislative committee, gave a report 
of what that committee had done, and 
urged every librarian to be interested in 
and work for the legislation recom- 
mended. She especially stressed the need 
of a law for certification of Iowa li- 
brarians. 

Miss Pike called upon Charles H. 
Brown, chairman of the Library State 
Planning Board for his report which he 
said was the same as that adopted last 
year at Sioux City. 

However, nothing could be done to 
put it into effect last year, but now is 
the time and the State Planning Board 
needs the help of the heads of the small 
public libraries to carry out these plans. 

At the conclusion of his talk Mr. 
Brown read a resolution which he wished 
all those present to think about, and be 
ready to take action on at the business 
meeting Wednesday morning. 

Forrest B. Spaulding, a member of 
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the Federal Relations Committee of the 
American Library Association, gave a 
talk on ‘‘Our Libraries and the Federal 
Government’’. 

He said, ‘‘To supply federal funds 
with which to aid libraries, the govern- 
ment should levy some sort of tax, pos- 
sibly on intangibles, the proceeds of 
which should be apportioned to states 
according to their library needs.’’ He 
told what had been accomplished by leg- 
islation in other states and said that 
‘‘libraries must receive aid from the fed- 
eral government to make up for de- 
creased budgets and lessened revenue 
from property taxes lowered by home- 
stead exemptions.’’ 

An address on ‘‘Enduring Values’ 
was given by Malcolm G. Wyer, libra-- 
rian of the Public Library of Denver, 
Colorado, and president of the Ameri- 
ean Library Association, a former li- 
brarian of the State University of Iowa 
and former president of the lowa Li- 
brary Association. 

Mr. Wyer expressed his pleasure in 
being with the members of the lowa Li- 
brary Assoc.ation once more, and 
brought greetings from the Colorado 
Library Association which was jn session 
when he left Denver. He also, as presi- 
dent of the American Library Associa- 
tion, brought cordial greetings from 
that body to the association assembled. 

In his address Mr. Wyer described as 
the various elements’ of these values the 
‘‘preserv.ing and translating into mod- 
ern life contributions from the past, the 
recording achievements of modern eivili- 
zation, and the supplying of books to 
satisfy man’s inquiring mind, his quest 
for social Utopias, and his social or 
group instinct.’’ 

At the conclusion of this address, Miss 
Pike asked for the report of the nom- 
inating committee by Miss Hagey, chair- 
man, which was given to be acted upon 
at the business meeting. 

After the meeting was adjourned those 
interested in the election returns went 
into the club room where they were the 
guests of the exhibitors. Refreshments 
were served, and all enjoyed a social 
hour while returns came in. 


? 
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Wednesday Morning 

The business meeting was held 
Wednesday morning at 9:30 in the club 
room, Miss Pike presiding. 

On motion of Miss Canon the reading 
of the minutes was omitted. The report 
of the certification committee was given 
by the chairman, Miss Robinson, who 
moved its adoption. 

Discussion of the report was led by 
Mr. Spaulding, a member of the com- 
mittee. Questions were asked, and an- 
swered by Miss Robinson and Mr. 
Spaulding. The motion was carried 
unanimously. (The new schedule is 
printed elsewhere in this number of the 
Quarterly.) 


The report of the Black Hawk County 
Project was given by Miss Story in the 
absence of the chairman, Miss Weider, 
who was unable to attend. Miss Story 
announced that she presented as her re- 
port the printed reports of the Black 


Hawk County Experiment which were _ 


ready for distribution. 


Miss Davidson called attention to the 
proposed A. L. A. publicity service and 
displayed the pamphlets prepared. 

Mr. Brown then gave further report 
of the Planning Board recalling the 
adoption of the report at the 1935 meet- 
ing, point by point, and reminding the 
librarians of the recommendations con- 
tained in the Brookings report, offered 
the following resolution, and moved its 
adoption. 


We, the members of the lowa Library As- 
sociation, in convention assembled, respect- 
fully call to the attention of the governing 
bodies of the State the need for a reorganiza- 
tion of state library activities. It is the be- 
lief of the Association that the general serv- 
ices of the lowa State Library, which now 
serves chiefly a few state officers and resi- 
dents of Des Moines, should be extended to 
serve all the citizens of the State. It is be- 
lieved that in order to increase the service, 
and for purposes of economy, the general de- 
partment of the Iowa State Library should 
be combined with the present organization of 
the Iowa Library Commission under an ap- 
pointed State Library Board, or Commission. 


A diseussion followed. Miss Robinson 
assured the librarians that she was in 
favor of the resolution, and Mr. Spauld- 
ing declared it was a forward step, after 
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which the motion for its adoption car- 
ried. 

Helen Lightfoot gave a report of the 
exhibits which were all about the room. 

The report of the treasurer compiled 
by Mrs. Helen Morse Reynolds was read 
by Ruth Lumbard and adopted. 

Ruth Lumbard, registrar, reported a 
registration for this meeting of 225 from 
67 counties. 

The publicity committee reported 
that the election at the time of this 
meeting and the meetings of the Iowa 
State Teachers Association following the 
Iowa Library Association meeting made 
publicity difficult. 

Mrs. Gordon urged that every libra- 
rian working for what the legislative 
committee recommended and that the 
new committee get to work at once. 

Miss Robinson said her biennial report 
had gone to the governor a week ago 
with suggestions for the contract plan 
for county work urging that the older 
- libraries act as big brothers to newer and 
smaller libraries. 

Mr. Spaulding offered the following 
resolution which was adopted: 

Resolved, that the Iowa Library Association 
endorse the principal of Federal Aid for li- 
braries as outlined in the Report of the Special 
Committee on Federal Aid adopted by the 
Council of the American Library Association 
at Richmond, Virginia, May 11, 1936. 

Miss Canon offered the following 
resolution which also was adopted: 


Resolved, that the Iowa Library Association 
heartily seconds the invitation extended to the 
Executive Board of the American Library As- 
sociation by the libraries of Des Moines and 
other Des Moines organizations to hold its 
1938 convention in Des Moines. 


Invitations for the 1937 convention 
were presented from Iowa City and the 
Fort Dodge Hospitality Committee. All 
invitations were left for action by the 
Executive Board. 

Miss Hagey, chairman of the nominat- 
ing committee, read her report and 
moved that it be accepted and that the 
secretary be instructed to cast the ballot 
for the election of the following officers: 
President, Forrest B. Spaulding, Des 
Moines; First Vice President, Alice 
Story, Marshalltown; Secretary, Helen 
Rex, Spencer; Registrar, Elinor Jean 
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Francis, Red Oak: member of Executive 
Board, Julia A. Robinson, Des Moines, 
This was done. The Second Vice Presi- 
dent and the Treasurer hold over for 
another year. 

Miss Pike now turned the meeting 
over to Mrs. Gordon who presided for 
the rest of the session which was given 
over to book discussions. 

Mary K. Reely, of the book selection 
department of the Wisconsin Libr 
Commission and author of ‘‘Thro 
Golden Windows’’ and ‘‘ Blue Mittens,’’ 
gave a most interesting and instructive 
talk on recent adult books from printed 
lists which were distributed and have 
since been sent to the librarians of the 
state not present. 

Leta Davidson, Librarian of Ames, 
followed with a review of juvenile books, 
Miss Davidson said the books on the lists 
given out were the cream from 700 re- 
vent books she had examined, but not all 
of the cream. As usual, her reviews 
were interesting enough to make every 
one want to buy all the books which she 
recommended. 


Wednesday Afternoon 


At noon sectional luncheons were held 
in the Savery ballroom. These were fol- 
lowed by the programs of the various 
sections with presiding officers as fol- 
lows: 

Public Libraries: Alice B. Story, Fort 
Dodge. 

Trustees’ Section: Mrs. John W. Wat- 
zek, Davenport. 

Hospital Section: Mrs. Zoe Wright, 
University of Iowa Hospitals. 

Junior Members Section: 
Krieg, University of lowa. 

College and University Section: Grace 
Oberheim, Iowa State College. 

(These round table programs will be 
reported separately. ) 

Wednesday Evening 

On Wednesday evening, the confer- 
ence dinner was held in the ballroom of 
the Savery. Music was furnished by 4 
string quartette from the WPA Music 
Project. 

The tables were decorated with beau- 
tiful flowers together with little wooden 
characters out of children’s books. The 
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same little figures cut from paper were 
used for place cards. This was all the 
work of the WPA project people at the 
Des Moines Public Library. 

Following the dinner, Phyllis Bentley, 
distinguished British author gave a 
scholarly address on ‘‘ What the Reader 
Expects of a Novelist.’’ While quoting 
Rabelais’ statement, ‘‘ What God allows 
to happen, that will I allow to be writ- 
ten,’’ to prove her point. Miss Bentley 
warned the audience that novelists 
should not glorify the ugly things in life 
and sneer at the beautiful and idealistic 
aspects of human behavior. ‘‘The duty 
of a novelist,’’ she concluded, ‘‘is not to 
preach or moralize, but to describe life 
realistically, without regard to personal 
feelings or prejudices, and to stimulate 
and entertain the reader.”’ 

Thursday Morning 

Thursday morning at 9:30 o’clock, 
the members assembled in the club room, 
Miss Pike presiding. The address for 
this session was given by Addison M. 
Parker of Des Moines on ‘* Mark Twain.”’ 
Mr. Parker recalled the pioneer days of 
our country and how the parents of 
Mark Twain went down the Ohio and up 
the Mississippi River, in an early day, 
settling in a little village north of St. 
Louis where Mark Twain was born. All 
of his writings throughout his life were 
influenced by the environment of his 
early life in Missouri on the Mississippi 
River and in the far west. Mr. Parker 
declared Mark Twain was the first to 
make American literature national. 

Following Mr. Parker’s address, Miss 
Pike announced the Plaque Award had 
been voted by a majority of Iowa li- 
brarians should be given to Mackinlay 
Kantor for his book, ‘‘The Voice of 
Bugle Ann.’’ 

Miss Pike told of Mr. Kantor’s boy- 
hood in Iowa, of his career as a writer, 
stating that most of his life had been 
spent in his native state. She read a 
letter received from him regretting his 
inability to be present. (Letter appears 
elsewhere. ) 

May B. Ditch, chairman of the 
plaque committee, made the presenta- 
tion of the plaque to Thomas W. 
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Duncan, who received it for Mr. Kantor. 
who was unable to be present. Mr. Dun- 
can gave a very interesting talk in which 
he told of Mr. Kantor’s interest in fox- 
hounds and that he was with him when 
he conceived the idea for his story. Mr. 
Dunean has an autographed copy of 
‘The Voice of Bugle Ann’’ with the in- 
scription on the fly leaf—‘For Tom 
Dunean and for Chaucer, who now runs 
with the pack led by Bugle Ann’’— 
Chaucer being the name of Mr. Dun- 
ean’s fox-hound, which had died, also 
loved by Mr. Kantor. 


Next on the program was R. E. Dooley, 
comptroller of the American Library 
Association, who presented the Retire- 
ment Plan, explaining the rate of per 
cent for librarians using this plan, the 
lowest available in America. 


Miss Pike called for the final report 
from the registrar, Miss Lumbard, who 
said there were 281 registered, the larg- 
est number ever recorded at a state 
meeting—72 of the 99 counties being 
represented. The final report of the 
treasurer was also given. 


The report of the committee on reso- 
lutions was read by Elinor Jean Francis. 
Miss Robinson suggested that all resolu- 
tions of this meeting be embodied in 
this report and it was so voted. Resolu- 
tions printed elsewhere. ) 

In closing Miss Pike spoke of her year 
as President and how greatly she was 
indebted to all the librarians who had 
given her help and encouragement, and 
mentioned especially Miss Robinson, 
Mrs. Gordon, Miss Anders and Miss 
Ditch. 

Miss Pike then turned the gavel over 
to the new president, Forrest Spaulding, 
who congratulated Miss Pike for her 
splendid year of service and for the fine 
meeting just closed. 

The meeting was then adjourned. 

At 12:30 in the elub room a luncheon 
for school and children’s librarians was 
held—followed by a business meeting of 
the School Library Section of State 
Teachers’ Association, presided over by 
Aleta Malmburg, of Newton High 
School. 





Thursday Afternoon 

At two o’elock Thursday afternoon a 
joint meeting of the School and Chil- 
dren’s Librarians was held in the Sa- 
very ballroom with Cecil Benton of 
Sioux City, Chairman Children’s See- 
tion, presiding. 

Greetings were to have been given by 
James A. Rae, Principal of the Mason 
City High School and President of Iowa 
State Teachers’ Association; in his ab- 
sence Miss Benton gave a word of wel- 
come, assuring the audience that this 
joint meeting of teachers and librarians 
was the result of a long cherished plan 
and would be, she hoped, of mutual 
pleasure and profit to both organiza- 
tions. 

An address then was given on ‘‘The 
Socialized School Library,’’ by Dwight 
E. Porter, Principal of the Omaha Tech- 
nical High School. Mr. Porter declared 
the socialized library the best laboratory 
for citizenship—that in the Omaha High 
Schools the study halls were eliminated, 
all leisure time centered about the li- 
brary. Schools he said should not re- 
quire reading, rather expose pupils to 
books. ‘‘No good librarian finds things 
for a pupil but directs him to find it 
for himself.’’ 

Following this address Aleta Malm- 
burg of Newton gave an address on 
**School Library Service.’’ Miss Malm- 
berg said the school library was meant 
to enrich the curriculum and librarians 
should know the educational system. 
The public library gives little attention 
to the psychology of the adolescent, it 
is, however, a sympathetic approach to 
the school library. 

At four o’clock in the same place, 
after a brief interlude in which no one 
dared to leave her seat because of the 
number present, the audience was privi- 
leged to hear an address of outstanding 
interest—‘How Books Happen’’—by 
Rachel Field, author of many books and 
winner of the John Newbery medal in 
1930. 

The ballroom was packed and yet 
there was a large crowd outside standing 
throughout the address, hoping to see 
and hear, as the teachers were the guests 
of the Library Association as the li- 
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brarians were guests at the evening 
meeting. Miss Field held the attention 
of her audience from first to last; it was 
especially interesting to those who had 
read her books, for her allusions to char- 
acters, settings, ete., telling how the 
books came to be written. Her talk 
sparkled with humor, and she rather en. 
joyed telling jokes about herself. 

At the close of the address, Miss Ben- 
ton declared the meeting adjourned. 

Thursday Evening 

Thursday evening at eight o’clock the 
Shrine Auditorium was packed to ea- 
pacity, and an overflow meeting was 
held near by, when the members of the 
Iowa Library Association had the great 
pleasure of sharing with the State 
Teachers’ Association the opportunity of 
hearing Cornelia Otis Skinner give five 
of her inimitable original monologues. 
The librarians feel greatly indebted to 
the teachers’ organization for this treat, 
and appreciate the courtesy extended to 
them. 

Thus the forty-seventh annual meet- 
ing of the lowa Library Association 
came to a close. 

CHARLOTTE E. Cros_ey, Secretary. 





In Explanation 

Observing librarians may have no- 
ticed that the program of the I. L. A. 
for 1935 announced the 35th meeting 
of the Association, and this year’s pro- 
gram gave the number as 47th. 

The explanation lies in the fact that 
twice during the passage of the years 
errors were made; once for one year, 
and once for ten years. Whether. this 
was due to the Quarterly or the program 
makers cannot now be determined. But 
in the future we trust that both may be 
able to count straight. 





Report of the Resolutions Committee 


Be it Resolved: That the Iowa Library Asso- 
ciation express its regret at the passing of 
Johnson Brigham, State Librarian and Chair- 
man of the lowa Library Commission; A. M. 
Deyoe, former member of the Iowa Library 
Commission; Nathan E. Kendall, one of the 
founders of the Albia Public Library; Clarence 
Harper, member of the Board of Trustees of 
the Ottumwa Library; and Bessie Moffatt, Li- 
brarian of the Boone Public Library. 
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Be it Further Resolved: That as individual! 
libraries and librarians we will give our aid so 
far as possible to the Legislative Committee in 
carrying out the legislative program outlined at 
this meeting. 

Be it Further Resolved: That we will ac- 
cept our responsibilities as ‘‘Big Brothers’’ 
to the smaller library, and endeavor to play 
that role to the best of our ability. 

Be it Further Resolved: That the appreci- 
ation of the Iowa Library Association be ex- 
tended to Opal Tanner and members of the 
Des Moines Library Club for their gracious 
hospitality—to the Chamber of Commerce, who 
generously contributed the badges—to the 
Hertzberg Bindery for the programs—to the 
Argonne Quartet and others who provided the 
musie—to the exhibitors for their attractive 
displays and open house on election night— 
to the Hotel Savery for courtesies extended— 
to the School Library Section of the Iowa 
State Teachers Association, which sponsored 
the joint meetings on Thursday—to the Pro- 
gram Committee for an unusually stimulating 
program, and to Miss Pike, President of the 
Iowa Library Association and Miss Robinson 
for their capable leadership. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Grace HANSON, 
SARA SHEPPARD, 
ELINOR JEAN FRANCIS, Chairman 
Resolutions Committee. 


To these by motion of Miss Robinson 
should be added the Resolutions adopted 
at the business meeting regarding con- 
solidation of the State Library and the 
Library Commission and the coming of 
the A. L. A. to Des Moines. 


ROUND TABLES 
College and University Libraries 

The College and University Section of 
the Iowa Library Association met Wed- 
nesday afternoon, November 4, 1936 at 
the Hotel Savery. The program which 
followed the luncheon meeting centered 
around the diseussion of the use of the 
library by faculty and students. 

Mary Bell Nethereut of Drake Uni- 
versity Library presented a paper on 
the ‘‘Promotion and Measurement of 
Skill in the Use of the Library’’. Miss 
Nethereut was assisted in the prepara- 
tion of the paper by Miss Stoddard, also 
of Drake University Library. K. T. 
Jacobsen of Luther College Library took 
part in the discussion which followed, 
speaking of his experience in training 
freshmen in the use of the library. 

Frederick P. Ford of Parsons College 
Library spoke on the topic, ‘‘Means of 
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Perfecting Relation Between Instructor 
and Library’’, and Charles H. Brown 
of lowa State College Library spoke on 
the subject, ‘‘Measuring Our Services 
According to the Standards Listed in 
the Report of the North Central Associa- 
tion on the College Library,’’ edited by 
Douglas Waples. 

A number of librarians participated 
in the discussion which followed each 
talk. Encouraging faculty members to 
use the library was suggested as one of 
the best means of increasing student 
reading. If a faculty member has a 
wide interest in books, he will share that 
interest with his students and they will 
read also. Methods of keeping faculty 
informed as to new books and of aiding 
them to a more efficient use of the li- 
brary were discussed. 

Other topics discussed were ‘‘New 
Reference Books Found Useful’’ by 
Inis Smith, Simpson College Library; 
‘*Disearding and Disposal of Books’’ 
with the discussion led by Frances War- 
ner, Iowa State College Library; and 
‘*Student Assistants: Some Points in 
Their Training’’ with the discussion led 
by Sarita Robinson, University of Iowa 
Libraries. An unusually large number 
were present at this meeting, particu- 
larly from the small college libraries. 
Reported by CuHaRLes H. Brown. 





Hospital Libraries 

Dr. Frank R. Peterson was to have 
been our speaker, but at the last moment 
he found it was impossible to leave the 
hospital. His message* was read and it 
received so many favorable comments, 
that I have had to send out many copies 
of it. 

Fifteen librarians were present at our 
round table discussion. Following Dr. 
Peterson’s paper, we discussed ways and 
means of improving our methods in the 
hospital work, stressing the therapeutic 
value in properly selecting the book to 
fit the patient. 

Mrs. McHale invited us out to the 
Veteran’s Hospital to see her library. 
We were very envious of her for it is 
surely a delightful place. 


Mrs. Zoe Wricut, Librarian, 
University of Iowa Hospitals. 











Junior Libraries 
Twenty-one members of the Junior 
_ Group of the Iowa Library Association 
attended a luncheon meeting at the Sa- 
very Hotel in Des Moines on Novem- 
ber 4. 

Clarice Krieg of the Catalogue De- 
partment of the University of Iowa Li- 
braries presided at the meeting. 

The group was organized as a Junior 
Member’s Round Table of the Iowa Li- 
brary Association. Harold W. Hayden, 
Supervisor of Departmental Libraries, 
University of Iowa, was elected chair- 
man of the Round Table Group, and 
Christine Taylor of the Des Moines 
Public Library staff was named Secre- 
tary. 

The qualifications for membership in 
the Junior Member’s Round Table 
Group are two: candidates must be 
under the age limit of thirty-five years 
and they must hold membership in the 
Iowa Library Association. 

To provide an opportunity for the 
younger members of the Association to 
become better acquainted is the primary 
purpose of the Round Table Group. 

At the present time, the chief aim of 
the group is to cooperate with the Iowa 
Library Association in making the cer- 
tification program a complete success. 

CHRISTINE TAYLOR, Secretary. 


Large and Small Libraries 

The Public Libraries section held its 
meeting in the ballroom of Hotel Savery 
following the luncheon on Wednesday 
afternoon, Nov. 4. This section was a 
combination of two meetings — Large 
and Small Libraries, and Reference Li- 
braries. 

Forrest Spaulding of the Des Moines 
Public Library spoke on the subject of 
‘‘Library Books and Problems of To- 
day’’, convicting librarians of too much 
adherence to the classical traditions and 
failure to keep pace with modern 
thought when they should lead it. 

He stressed the necessity for provid- 
ing material for helping to formulate 
thought, and of keeping open to contro- 





*Will be printed in the Quarterly. 
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versial subjects. Much of this can be 
done through pamphlets and editorials, 


Mr. Spaulding was followed by Mary 
Rosemond of the State Library who 
urged librarians to send to her for mate- 
rial on legislation, social security, re- 
ports, bills, ete. 

Edna Giesler reviewed the book ‘‘ Por- 
trait of a Library’’ by Quigley and 
Marcus, a valuable book showing the 
part a library can play in suburban 
life, containing splendid material for 
trustees. 

The most important discussion of the 
afternoon was that conducted by Eva 
Canon of Council Bluffs and Helen Rex 
of Spencer on the possibilities of a Cen- 
tral Cooperative Library in Des Moines 
where all libraries might send valuable 
but little-used books, to be stored and 
used by all the libraries in the state. It 
was suggested that such material as sets 
of authors, short runs of magazines, 
books in foreign languages and early 
Iowa material, geological surveys, in- 
stitutional reports, etc. might be kept in 
a central location, thus giving each li- 
brary more available shelf room as well 
as access to any of the above-mentioned 
material when wanted. 

A recommendation was adopted that 
the executive board be empowered to ap- 
point a committee of five to work out a 
plan for a central cooperative library, 
and that the committee report at the dis- 
trict meetings regardless of what has 
been accomplished. It was recommended 
that the chairman remain on the com- 
mittee for two years. 

Following this Charlotte Crosley told 
of her successful experience in providing 
a service to shut-ins in Webster City; 
Helen Aten of the Iowa Library Com- 
mission distributed excellent lists of 
technical books suitable for the small 
library; and Miss Walpole of Storm 
Lake discussed ‘‘Library Service to 
Schools’’ emphasizing the desirability of 
teaching the use of the library to high 
school students, the increased use of ref- 
erence material to supplement textbooks, 
and the handling of discipline. 

Reported by ELinor JEAN FRANCIS, 
Red Oak Public Library. 
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Legislation 

At a meeting of Mrs. Gordon, chair- 
man of the new Legislative Committee 
of the I. L. A. with the Executive Board 
in Des Moines, on December 12, the pro- 
gram for legislation to be sought from 
the 47th G. A. at its coming session was 
outlined as follows: 

(1) Consolidation under one ap- 
pointed board of the Library Commis- 
sion of the State Library. 

(2) Support of the certification plans 
submitted by the Certification Commit- 
tee. 

(3) The clarification of the Iowa Code 
in regard to appropriations. 

Mrs. Gordon has outlined a set-up of 
legislation which will need the active 
participation of every librarian in the 
state, and without this participation the 
legislation may fail of passage. 

Your library may be a small one, but 
your senator or representative may be 
influential, or in a position to promote 
or retard library legislation. In the past 
the indifference of one librarian, when 
approached by her senator, resulted in 
the dropping of a desired library bill. 

These subjects have the sanction and 
approval of the I. L. A. as voted at the 
Des Moines meeting, and if you were 
present at the meeting and voted for 
them, you are pledged to do all in your 
power to secure their passage. If you 
did not vote for them, your obligation 
is just as great, for you failed when the 
opportunity was given’ you to record 
your objections. Your absence gave to 
those present the power to act for you 
in these matters, and upon any one of 
us may lie the responsibility for the 
success or failure of library legislation 
in the coming legislature. 

What to do? 

(1) See your senator and representa- 
tive before they come to Des Moines, and 
ask them to give attention to any library 
bill which may be presented, and if in 
doubt, consult you. 

(2) If asked during the Legislature 
to communicate with your legislative 
members, do so, and. promptly. 


(3) Inform yourself on the library 
bills which are coming up, and be pre- 
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pared to talk intelligently on them and 
to give arguments for their passage. 

(4) Interest your trustees, also the 
women’s clubs, P. T. A. service clubs, 
ete., of your community, who may have 
influence in the legislature. 

(5) Keep in touch with Mr. Forrest 
B. Spaulding, Des Moines, president of 
the I. L. A. and Mrs. Gordon, of Iowa 
City, chairman of the Legislative Com- 
mittee, and your district representatives 
of this committee regarding legislation. 

A committee from the Bar Associa- 
tion, composed of library trustees, are 
also interesting themselves in the clar- 
ification of the Code, but we have no 
such help for the other two items. 


Remember it is important that you 
see your senator and representative be- 
fore they go to Des Moines and interest 
them in library legislation. 


Certification 

The action of the Iowa Library Asso- 
ciation in adopting a new schedule for 
granting certificates has necessitated the 
preparation of new blank applications. 
These blanks have now been sent to those 
whose applications were on file with the 
Certification Board, and will be sent to 
all others asking for them. The certifi- 
cates will be mailed as rapidly as they 
ean be granted by the Board. 

The new Certification Board consists 
of Mary Belle Nethereut of the Drake 
University Library, Jean Evans of the 
Des Moines Public Library, and the 
Secretary of the Library Commission, 
who is Secretary of the Board. 








Revised Plan for Certification of Libra- 
rians in Iowa Adopted by the Iowa 
Library Association, Nov. 4, 1936 

Be it resolved that the plan of certifi- 
cation of librarians in lowa adopted by 
the Iowa Library Association at Water- 
loo in 1919 and amended in Des Moines 
in 1920 and at Ames in 1921, be amended 
to read as follows: 

1. This plan is not intended to be 
retroactive nor to affect librarians now 
in service unless they wish to apply for 
certificates. It is intended to place a 
standard upon librarianship in the state 












































member may cast a vote. 





The I. L. A. membership dues for the calendar year 1937 are now due 
on the following scale of membership. 

Libraries with 35,000 or more volumes, $10.00 per year. 

Libraries with 15,000 to 35,000 volumes, $5.00 per year. 

Libraries with less than 15,000 volumes, $2.50 per year. 

Trustees, librarians, or persons interested in library work, $1.00. Every 


The lowa committees have been appointed and are now working on 
their programs for the coming year and will submit their budgets at the 
next meeting of the Executive Board. It will, therefore, be necessary to 
know what funds will be available in carrying out the plans of the asso- 
ciation for the coming year. Please pay dues at once. 


FORREST B. SPAULDING, 
President lowa Library Association. 








of Iowa for the use of those who shall 
enter library work hereafter and as a 
means of grading librarians as to their 
training, experience and ability for the 
benefit of library boards employing new 
librarians or assistants. 

2. Board. A board consisting of 
from three to five members who shall 
serve until their successors are ap- 
pointed, shall be appointed by the presi- 
dent of the Iowa Library Association 
each year. The secretary of the lowa 
Library Commission shall be ex officio 
a member of said board and shall serve 
as its secretary. This board shall be 
known as the board of certification. 

The board of certification shall issue 
certificates to librarians applying for 
same who may be residents or non- 
residents of Iowa but who shall meet 
the following requirements : 

Grade A: Life certificate, twelve or 
more credits. 

Grade B: Five-year certificate, eight 
credits. 

Grade C: Three-year certificate, five 
credits. 

Grade D: One-year certificate, two 
and one-half credits. 

3. Credits will be allowed by the 
board on the following basis: 


4-year college course .............+. 4 credits 
3-year college course ............... 3 credits 
enéadascee cena 2 eredits 


2-year college course 
l-year college course............... 1 eredit 
l-year library school course.......... 4 credits 
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l-year post-graduate college work....1 credit 
l-year post-graduate library course...2 credits 


Summer library course.............. 2 credits 
Library apprentice or training 

BED sews tedecsocesctncnecceces 1 credit 
For each year of administrative 

library experience ............... 1 credit 
For each year of other library 

GNTEEEED  ccccccacvcosce inbesdas % credit 


4. The board of certification shall 
have the right to require satisfactory 
proof that applicants are entitled to any 
credits claimed in accordance with the 
above scheme. It shall also have the 
right to define the requirements as listed 
above and to determine what may be 
accepted as equivalents of college work 
offered by special schools, normal schools, 
foreign schools or universities or other 
institutions not accredited by the North 
Central Association. 

5. Library school work offered for 
credits must be in schools accredited by 
the Board of Education for Librarian- 
ship of the American Library Associ- 
ation. 

6. Apprentice or training course 
work offered for credits must consist of 
at least six months’ apprenticeship in a 
library approved by the board or an in- 
tensive course of not less than six weeks 
in an approved library of more than 
100,000 volumes. 

7. Administrative library experience 
shall be defined as experience involving 
the direction or supervision of the work 
of one or more full time assistants. 

















8. Defining a full time assistant or 
allowing credits for library experience, 
a minimum basis of a working week of 
not less than thirty hours, per week, for 
not less than forty-two weeks in a year 
shall be considered. 


The board shall have power to accept 
certificates issued by certification boards 
or similar boards in other states in lieu 
of the above qualifications and issue to 
holders of same, lowa certificates of cor- 
responding grade. 





Iowa Library Association Committees 
Legislative 
Mrs. Jessie B. Gordon, Iowa City, Chairman. 
Other members to be chosen by chairman. 


Membership 
Ruth Lumbard, Des Moines, Chairman. 
Clarice Krieg, Iowa City. 
Catherine Mier, Davenport. 
Certification 
Julia A. Robinson, Des Moines, Chairman. 
Mary Bell Nethereut, Des Moines. 
A. Jean Evans, Des Moines. 
Library Extension 
Frances Warner, Ames, Chairman. 
Lelia S. Wilson, Des Moines. 
Mrs. Gordon Hayes, Red Oak. 
Plaque Award 
May C. Anders, Des Moines, Chairman. 
Cornelia Rynsberger, Muscatine. 
One non-librarian member to be named. 
Publicity 
Lydia M. Barrette, Mason City, Chairman. 
Rose O’Connor, Sioux City. 
Mary Freeman, Marshalltown. 
Brigham Memorial 
Mrs. Fred Weitz, Des Moines, Chairman. 
Charlotte Crosley, Webster City. 
Julia Robinson, Des Moines. 
Central Cooperative Li 
Eva T. Canon, Council Bluffs, Chairman. 
Letha Davidson, Ames. 
May B. Ditch, Ottumwa. 
Ralph M. Dunbar, Ames. 
Julia A. Robinson, Des Moines. 
Nominating 
Mildred H. Pike, Sioux City, Chairman. 
May B. Ditch, Ottumwa. 
Mary Bell Nethereut, Des Moines. 
Planning 
Charles H. Brown, Ames, Chairman. 
Eva T. Canon, Council Bluffs. 
FE. Joanna Hagey, Cedar Rapids. 
Mary Bell Nethereut, Des Moines 
Pensions and Annuities 
Letha M. Davidson, Ames, Chairman. 
May Clark, Dubuque. 
Mrs. Cora P. Millard, Burlington. 
(Note—Appointed by the Executive Board 
subject to acceptance.) 


Johnson Brigham 


On March eleventh, last, the many 
friends of Mr. Brigham celebrated his 
ninetieth birthday and these friends in- 
eluded not only librarians in all ranks 
of library work, but governors, judges, 
professors, authors, publishers, business 
men and men and women in no oceupa- 
tion, who had known, loved and 
respected him. The Jowa Library Quar- 
terly of January-March, from whose 
front page his genial face looked out, 
recounted the many telegrams, letters, 
cards and other testimonials which then 
poured in on him and made his birth- 
day a very happy day for him. 

It was well and those who contributed 
to that occasion are thankful to have 
said to him while with us the things we 
are now saying that he is gone. 

For on October ninth, Mr. Brigham 
passed away and left vacant the post 
which he had held for thirty-eight years 
as state librarian and the position he 
occupied for many more years in the 
literary life of Iowa as editor and au- 
thor. 

Mr. Brigham was born in Cherry 
Valley, New York, in 1846, but most of 
his active life was spent in Iowa. 

He attended Hamilton College and 
was graduated from Cornell University 
in 1870 and in later years Drake Uni- 
versity conferred on him the degree of 
Doctor of Literature. 

His early newspaper work included 
the editorship of several New York state 
papers. In 1881 he became editor and 
publisher of the Cedar Rapids Republi- 
can where he remained until 1893. 


In 1892 he was made American con- 
sul at Aix-la-Chapelle whither he went 
on his wedding trip. 

After his return from his diplomatic 
duties Mr. Brigham was editor and pub- 
lisher of the Midland Monthly for four 
years, becoming state librarian in 1898. 


He was the author of a number of 
books and pamphlets, many of them his- 
torical, but including two novels and his 
latest book, ‘‘The Youth of Old Age’’, 
for which he receivd the first award of 
the Iowa Library Association for the 
most outstanding piece of literature 
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written during the past year by an Iowa 


author. 

He will be longest remembered for his 
kindly nature and his genial greetings, 
always delighting to meet friends and 
mingle in social affairs. 

The Secretary of the Library Commis- 
sion, who worked with him so many 
years, can only repeat what she has said 
that to be ninety, and beloved and 
mourned by so many friends is_ the 
crowning glory of a beautiful life. 


A committee was authorized by the 
Iowa Library Association at its Des 
Moines meeting to be appointed by the 
president to consider a fitting memorial 
for Mr. Brigham. 


Johnson Brigham 
‘* Guide, Philosopher and Friend’’ 

It was my happy privilege to become ac- 
quainted with Mr. Brigham in June, 1900, when 
the American Library Association held its con- 
ference in Montreal and Quebec. The usual 
post-conference trip was made on the Saguinay 
River, and aboard the steamer on this trip were 
many librarians. Mr. Brigham’s genial com- 
panionship won him many friends and admirers, 
and I was among that number. 

A few months later I was invited by him, as 
chairman of the new Iowa Library Commission, 
to become its secretary and for thirteen years 
I was associated with him and the other mem- 
bers of the commission in the work of library 
extension in Iowa. The commission members 
had been carefully chosen by Governor Shaw 
and were library minded, public spirited, citi- 
zens with no suggestion of political influence. 
Mr. Brigham, an ex officio member, was recog- 
nized as one of the outstanding citizens of Iowa 
with culture and personality, and known as 
author, editor and diplomat; and as State Li- 
brarian he was logically made chairman. 

In my work throughout the state as library 
promoter (in the best sense) I was given un- 
failing support and strength by Mr. Brigham. 
A lover of books and with a thorough acquaint- 
ance with world literature, he had brought to 
library work the attitude of a man of culture; 
but he also recognized the practical aspects of 
library service and was whole heartedly com- 
mitted to public library development in the 
state. As a means of making the spirit and 
message of books quickly available, he sup- 
ported skilled library technique, but the book 
itself was the heart of his library devotion. 

To Johnson Brigham the state of Towa owes 
much, chiefly because of his ability and con- 
vineing, quiet personality and his persistent de- 
votion to things of the mind and spirit although 
he was not a cloistered student, but loved his 
fellowman. His support and encouragement in 
those constructive years had much to do with 
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placing Iowa in the front rank among the states 
with effective library service for all the people, 

A rather unusual attitude has prevailed in 
the Iowa Library Association towards the pio- 
neers of library work in that state. This has 
had, I feel sure, an effect on the spirit of that 
association. It is exemplified by the fact that 
during the period of thirty-five years three pio- 
neers have been honored by being made offi- 
cially President Emeritus of that association, 

The first was Capt. W. H. Johnston of Fort 
Dodge, Iowa; the second was William F. Paine 
of Nevada, Iowa, and the third, Johnson Brig- 
ham. These men were honored by the associa- 
tion for their personalities, their interest in 
heman welfare, and their love of books, and 
the state is richer for what they all contributed, 
but especially for what Mr. Brigham himself 
was as man and librarian. 

Mr. Brigham’s genial and kindly nature 
made him a friend of all and his going touches 
us all deeply. Gentle, courteous, considerate, 
he was personally interested in all the libraries 
of the state, both great and small, and in his 
many friends in the American Library Asso- 
ciation. 

Auice 8S. TYLEr. 





Callie Wieder 

The news of the passing of Callie Wie- 
der came as a shock to her many friends 
who were ignorant of her illness or its 
seriousness. 

To all the librarians of Iowa it brings 
a sense of acute sorrow in the loss of a 
valued worker and kindly personality 
and a genuine friend. She was needed 
in the local and state work and her place 
will be difficult to fill. She was inter- 
ested and level headed and brought to 
the consideration of library problems an 
attitude gained by experience and at- 
tention which made her a valuable ad- 
viser and a strong prop upon which the 
younger librarian with less experience 
might lean. Library work in Iowa will 
not be the same without Callie Wieder 
and it will mean that those who remain 
must carry a heavier burden and give a 
more deliberate consideration to the 
problems before them because she is 
gone. 

Miss Wieder had a serious operation 
two years ago and on November tenth 
of this year a gall stone operation was 
performed. After being apparently on 
the road to recovery she suffered a re- 
lapse and passed away on November 


twenty-fourth. 
Miss Wieder was born at West 











Branch, Iowa, graduated from the State 
University of Iowa and from the library 
school of the University of Wisconsin 
in 1914. 

She was librarian successively at Stan- 
ley, Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, and Mar- 
shalltown, Iowa, from which she went 
to Waterloo in 1924. 

She was a past president of the Iowa 
Library Association and of the Wis- 
eonsin Library School Alumni Associa- 
tion and had held many committee 
positions of responsibility in both the 
American Library Association and the 
Iowa Library Association. 

She was an active member of the Wa- 
terloo Women’s Club in which she or- 
ganized the book review section as well 
as other Waterloo organizations. 

A brief funeral service was held in 
Waterloo on Friday morning and a fur- 
ther service in the afternoon at West 
Branch where burial took place. 

The public libraries of Waterloo were 
closed all day on Friday in respect to 
Miss Wieder’s memory. 





Traveling Juvenile Book Exhibit 

A book exhibit, similar to those oper- 
ating by the Library Commission two or 
more years ago, will be maintained this 
year, and has already started on its 
travels in two groups—one going east 
and one west. 

Each assortment consists of 38 books 
and represents 18 publishers each of 
whom furnished the books for this pur- 
pose. The books are recent, new, and 
attractive, and enthusiastic reports come 
back from the places already visited. 

Fewer libraries have asked for these 
exhibits than in the past, but there is 
still time if a library wishes to see the 
books and will write immediately. 

The exhibits are supposed to stay three 
days in a library. This should give the 
librarian and library board sufficient 
time to examine them and make note of 
those books which they may wish to pur- 
chase later. Women’s groups, P. T. A. 
members, teachers and mothers should 
be invited to see the books, and they may 
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also wish to purchase later, and will 
probably be glad to see them in any 
event. 

At the end of three days they should 
be sent to the nearby library which has 
been designated, paying the transporta- 
tion, or sending them by ear, if this can 
be conveniently done. 





Library Commission On the Air 

Again the Library Commission will 
broadeast over WHO on the fourth 
Tuesday of each month at 4:30 in the 
afternoon. 

On the twenty-fourth of November 
Dorothy Deyoe, Children’s Librarian of 
the Library Commission, spoke on ‘‘ Re- 
cent Children’s Books.’’ 

On December 22, Lelia S. Wilson, Li- 
brarian of the Traveling Library, talked 
on ‘‘Poetry for the Home and Holi- 
days.”’ 

On January 26, Dorothy Donaldson, 
in charge of the work for the blind, of 
the Library Commission, will tell of the 
work with the blind and of the talking 
book. 

On February 26, Helen Aten will talk 
on ‘‘The Flowering of New England’”’ 
by Van Wyck Brooks. 

Other subjects and speakers will be 
announced later. 





American Library Association 1937 
Conference 
The Fifty-ninth Annual Conference of 
the American Library Association will 
be held June 21 to 26 in New York City, 
with headquarters at the Waldorf-As- 
toria Hotel. 





CORRECTION 
In the last issue of the Quarterly in 
the article ‘‘Early Iowa Library His- 
tory,’’ on page 234 read June 8, 1836, 
instead of 1936. 





Index to Volume 12 
The index to volume 12 of the Jowa 
Library Quarterly will be mailed with 
No. 1 of volume 13, if not ready earlier. 
If desired earlier, write for it. 








Library News of the State 











Albia—E. C. Sloan has been ap- 
pointed a member of the library board 
succeeding Governor Kendall who re- 
cently passed away. 

Alta—The vacancy on the library 
board caused by the death of Mrs. Rose 
Rawn has been filled by the appointment 
of Mrs. Maud Sangstor. 

Arthur—tThe president of the library 
board writes that a story hour for boys 
and girls was held on Thursday after- 
noons during the summer by the mem- 
bers of the library board, and closed 
with a pienic. The library rooms have 
been redecorated and curtains made at 
a special meeting of the board. Although 
the library is small, the board feels they 
are doing a service to the community in 
their work with the library. 

Clear Lake—Mrs. N. C. Bowman, li- 
brarian, was injured in an auto accident 
during a visit east, necessitating absence 
from the library for a considerable time. 

Clinton—Rev. Harry E. Harned has 
been appointed on the library board to 
fill the unexpired term of Theodore Car- 
stensen who died a few weeks ago. R. 8. 
Whitby has been appointed for the full 
term expiring in 1942, succeeding Frank 
J. Iten, who resigned. 

Council Bluffs—School for the Deaf 
—Verna Thompson has been appointed 
librarian of this school, taking the place 
of Persis Pooley who resigned. 

Davenport— Wayne G. Cook has been 
appointed a member of the library 
board to fill the vacancy caused by the 
resignation of R. W. Ramsey. The con- 
tract with Bettendorf for the use of 
books from the library for the coming 
year has been renewed and the station at 
Friendly House has been reopened. 

Des Moines—Public Library—lIsabel 
Nichol, a graduate of the Denver Li- 
brary School and formerly in charge of 
young people’s work in the Portland 
Library Association began work on 
November 1 as Director of Work with 
Children. 


Jeannette Becker who has been an 


assistant in the Catalog Department 
since completing her course at the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin Library School, has 
accepted a position in the Circulation 
Department of Evansville, Indiana Pub- 
lie Library. 

Dubuque—County Library—At the 
annual meeting of the association held 
October thirtieth, Mrs. Hubert Land- 
graf was elected president, Mrs. Herb- 
ert Adams, honorary president, and 
Mrs. Granstra, secretary. Right Rever- 
end Monsignor J. M. Wolfe and County 
Superintendent Flynn expressed com- 
mendation of the work being done by 
this association. The librarian reported 
that 113 schools and eleven stations were 
served and 25,000 books sent out during 
1935-36. During the past two months 
3,210 books and magazines have been dis- 
tributed. 

The Book Week program was in the 
form of a Major Bowes amateur hour. 
Eight of the county children participat- 
ed and gave fine reviews. A week later 
the two children who had won prizes 
repeated their reviews for a radio broad- 
cast over WKBB. There were choral 
number also by the children of the Rock- 
dale school. 

Eddyville—Mrs. 8S. C. Stephenson has 
been appointed to fill the vacancy on the 
library board caused by the resignation 
of Mrs. I. 8S. Burton who is spending 
the winter in California. 

Eldora — Edith Brainerd tendered 
her resignation as librarian during Oc- 
tober to take a position as librarian at 
Southwestern College in Winfield, Kan- 
sas. J. May Hostetter has been ap- 
pointed to fill the vacancy. Miss Hos 
tetter is a graduate of Grinnell College 
and completed a year’s work at Illinois 
University Library School. Since that 
time she has been librarian at Marengo. 
New X-ray reflecting lamps have been 
installed in the reading room of the 
library. 

Fort Dodge—All the members of the 
library staff took part in the Book For- 
um given publicly Tuesday evening, 
November 17th as a Book Week project. 
Eight books were reviewed before an 
appreciative audience and many Tre 
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quests were made that such reviews be 
given often. 

Saturday ‘‘Friends in Bookland’’ was 
given for the children, the play being 
under the direction of Charlotte Welch, 
children’s librarian, assisted by Wini- 
fred Schive. 

Gladbrook—Mrs. Maxine Gloe be- 
came librarian on October first, taking 
the place of Anna Wieland who had 
served the library successfully for a 
number of years and resigned to accept 
a business position. 


Grinnell—Another librarian to sus- 
tain injuries in an accident was Mrs. 
Evelyn Spencer Bray who fell in her 
home on November 24th, fracturing a 
shoulder bone. 

Iowa City—Library Club—Malecolm 
G. Wyer, president of the American Li- 
brary Association, was the guest of the 
Iowa City Library Club at a dinner and 
reception given in his honor at the Me- 
morial Union on Monday evening, No- 
vember 2nd. Mr. Wyer was one of the 
founders of the library club while he 
was director of the University of Iowa 
Libraries. Following the dinner, he gave 
an informal talk to the members of the 
club, and afterwards was feted at a re- 
ception where he was greeted by his 
friends and former associates at the Uni- 
versity of Iowa. 

The officers of the club for the coming 
year are Clarice Krieg, president; Alta 
Dolliver, vice president ; and Edna Har- 
lan, secretary. : 

Mount Pleasant—Lucia E. Danforth 
has resigned her membership on the li- 
brary board because of removal to Har- 
rogate, Tennessee, where she is teaching 
at Lincoln Memorial University. 


Muscatine—Helene Haefner has been 
employed as an assistant at the P. M. 
Musser Library. Mrs. John Mathewson, 
assistant librarian here for some time, is 
leaving later this fall with her husband 
to make their new home at Bellevue, 
lowa. 


Northwood—A Book Forum, open to 
the public, was held on Wednesday, No- 
vember 18th. This was sponsored by the 
public library and various women’s 





clubs of the town and was held at the 
Baptist church. A display of books was 
made and lists distributed. The meeting 
was largely attended and proved a great 
success. 

Oelwein—Mrs. E. D. Gleason, li- 
brarian, has been ill at Merey Hospital 
for some time. 

Oskaloosa — Mrs. Jessie Williams 
Earhart was appointed as a member of 
the library board to complete the unex- 
pired term of Dr. W. E. Berry who re- 
signed because of removal from town. 
Mrs. R. D. Walton, former librarian, 
has again joined the library staff follow- 
ing the resignation of Margaret Maddy 
who has removed to Chicago. 

Ottumwa—Mrs. Clarence S. Harper 
will sueceed her late husband on the li- 
brary board, serving for his unexpired 
term. 

Primghar—To fill vacancies on the 
board of library trustees caused by the 
resignation of Mrs. H. L. Avery and 
Mrs. W. H. Downing, the mayor has ap- 
pointed W. S. Schee and Mrs. Arthur 
Seivert. 

Tama—One of the interesting affairs 
of national book week was the literary 
program and tea planned by Mrs. H. C. 
Woods, librarian, on the anniversary of 
the founding of the library. Tea was 
served after the program. 


Washington—One of the vacancies 
on the library board has been filled by 
the appointment of E. A. Ralston, super- 
intendent of schools, to sueceed William 
Peet. 

West Union—A County Book Forum 
under the direction of Mrs. Hoyt Young, 
of Arlington, chairman of the committee 
of the Iowa Federation of Women’s 
Clubs sponsoring book reviews was given 
at West Union on November 20th. The 
meeting was held in the assembly room 
of the Court House. Tea was served 
following the program at the West 
Union Public Library, where new books 
were displayed. A slight charge was 
made for refreshments and the receipts 
were given to the West Union library. 
A discussion followed the fifteen minute 
reviews. The attendance was gratifying. 





DEATHS 

The public library of Clinton met 
with a great loss in the passing, on 
October 1, of Theodore C 
president of the board. Mr. Carsten- 
sen was one of the original members 
of the library board and was present 
at its first meeting on May 2, 1902. .For 
over thirty years he was chairman of 
the building committee. He was elected 
president of the board at the July, 
1921, meeting, and had served in that 
capacity since that time. 

Deeply interested in the library and 
its workings, he rendered faithful and 
valiant service to the cause. Resolutions 
expressing the deep feeling for the great 
loss sustained were passed by the board. 
The library was closed during the after- 
noon of the funeral. 

In the passing of Nate E. Kendall, 
former governor of Iowa, on November 
4, the Albia Public Library lost an hon- 
ored member of its board, and a long 
time friend of the library. Governor 
Kendall prided himself greatly on hav- 
ing been a member of the original li- 
brary board of Albia, and on having 
been instrumental in securing the Car- 
negie gift for the library building in 
1908. 

In 1930, Governor Kendall gave 
$10,000 for an addition to the building, 
personally interested himself in its erec- 
tion and in arranging the program for 
the dedication. This took place on Sep- 
tember 9, and was made a community 
affair with the closing of schools and 
business houses. The address was given 
by Harvey Ingham, but Governor Ken- 
dall, through modesty, was absent from 
the joyous occasion. 

At other times when a new roof, or 
repairs for the building were needed, 
Governor Kendall was ready with his 
gift of money for the needs. On his 
death, his library, estimated at 6,500 
volumes, was given to the library. 

Mrs. J. T. in, the founder of 
the Harriell C. Marvin Library, passed 
away at her home in Grinnell on No- 
vember 22. Mrs. Marvin began this 
library about 15 years ago in the Con- 
gregational church in honor of her hus- 
band and has continued it since that 


time. The library numbers nearly 5,000 
volumes, mostly religious works. 

Mrs. O. P. Myers, wife of the late 
Senator Myers, died on August 29, from 
an illness which had kept her an invalid 
for several months. She had served on 
the library board for some years, and 
was a most interested trustee of the New- 
ton Library from 1914 until she moved 
to California in 1933. 

E. J. Murtagh, a member of the Al- 
gona library board, passed away on No- 
vember 25, after an illness of several 
months. He had been a trustee of the 
library for 38 years, and even before 
he was a member of the board he was 
very active in his efforts to secure a tax 
for the support of the library. He was 
appointed a member of the board when 
the tax was levied in 1898. His interest 
continued through the years and con- 
tributed much to the growth and devel- 
opment of the library. The library was 
closed during the funeral. 

Alva Pollock passed away at her 
home in Garner on November 10. She 
was a member of the library board, and 
had served as secretary for a number of 
years. She was a leader and organizer, 
and her membership on the board was of 
great value to the library. 

The Alta Publie Library has suffered 
the loss of a valuable board member 
and friend in the death of Mrs. Rose 
Rawn, during October. The Library 
was one of Mrs. Rawn’s closest interests. 
She was first president of the board, 
serving from 1911 to 1935, through the 
difficult years of the library before tax 
support was secured. Her place on the 
board will be difficult to fill. 


BOOK AND PERIODICAL 
EXCHANGE 


The Library Commission has the dis- 
posal of the following material upon cost 
of transportation. Write the Secretary 
if interested. 

Portrait of Longfellow 121%4 by 8%4, 
mounted but unframed. 

A number of volumes of The Mid- 
land. 

Copies of ‘‘The Railroad Question”’ 
by William Larrabee, 1898. This is of. 
value, historically, to Iowa libraries. 
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